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Council by many wives against iJieir husbands, wlierein they have
suggested that without any just cause of offence given by them to
their said husbands in that behalf,  and notwithstanding  that
some of them liave brought to their husbands great advancement,
yet by their husbands3 cruel and barbarous usage and breach of
the bonds of holy wedlock and other their ungodly demeanour they
have been either cast off or left by their husbands or forced to fly
from them or leave their cohabitation without fit  maintenance,
given unto them, and that the ordinary ecclesiastical courts did
not afford them timely and fit means of relief for sundry reasons
and specially because their necessities require above all other cases
of grievance a summary Jtearing and speedy relief, being other-
wise often in danger to perish for want;   We therefore, to the end
that as well our self as our Privy Council dailij employed in the
highest affairs of state might be freed of this particular, as also
that the just complaints and distressed estates of such wives in
the cases aforesaid may be with all convenient expedition heard,
determined and relieved in a certain court whereunto in that
behalf they may ordinarily repair for justice, do give unto you
[<J'c.] authority upon every sucli complaint made to you [cj*c.] ...
by any wife or in the behalf of any wife against her husband^ to
send for by letters missive or to cause to be apprehended and
brought before you [<J*c.] . . . all such husbands . . . / and when
any such husband . . . shall appear or be brought before you
[4*c.], to proceed, to the examination thereof by  all  the lawful
ways  and means before mentioned with  all  convenient  expe-
dition , . .

[xxi.] And we do furtlier give authority unto you or any five
or more of you whereof [the Archbishop, the Lord Chancellor, the
Lord Treasurer, the Lord Privy Seal, the Bishops of Londcn and
Ely\ to be one, finally to hear and determine . . . the said com-
plaints and accusations made by or in the behalf of any wife
against her husband in the cases aforesaid : and if you or any
such three or more of you as is first above mentioned shall not be
able by your godly and grave counsel and persuasions to reconcile
the said husbands and wives . . ., then you or any five or more of
you, whereof [as before], to set down such orders from time to time
as you [<j*c.J shall in your discretions think meet for the competent
and reasonable alimony and maintenances of every such wife for